CURRICULUM VITAE - LESLEY ELKAN

EDUCATION


12/02 & 5/03
Solar Plate Etching Workshops with Janet Ayliffe

2002      
          
Adobe Pagemaker Course

2000

TAFE Plus Statement in Customer Relations 2000

1998

Adobe Illustrator V3 Course - Sydney Community College

1997-98 Printmaking (evening course) Kuringai Art Centre

1996

Advanced Drawing (evening course) Chatswood Evening College
1994

Graduate Diploma in Art (Plant and Wildlife Illustration)





- Newcastle University




First in Scientific Illustration Competition

1991-93

Bachelor of Science (Environmental Biology)





- The University of Technology, Sydney




High Distinctions in final year:






- Field Studies: Mountain Ecology





- Individual Project - Life Sciences





- Applied Ecology (Research Project)

1990 Higher School Certificate - The Forest High School

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

Works held in collections in Sydney, Melbourne, Singapore, London (Kew Gardens), Edinburgh 

and New York.

Feb 04-Jul  04
" Inaugural Margaret Flockton Award Exhibition", 

Red Box Gallery, Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney

Awarded Second Prize (B&W Botanical Scientific Illustration)

Nov 03-Feb 04
"Four Centuries - Five Artists:  Australian Plants Illustrated" 

Red Box Gallery, Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney

1999-2004 Botanica  – The Art of the Plant. 

 

Friends of the Gardens Annual Exhibition, Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney. 

Nov 2003
"Prima materia"  -  Spirit Level Gallery, Surry Hills, NSW

Sep 2001
“In and Out of the Garden” – North Sydney Fine Art Gallery

Oct 2000
"The Art of Botanical Illustration" - Mueller Hall, National Herbarium of Victoria


1998

Australian Entomological Society Annual Exhibition & Competition



Second prize in the category of Black and White Illustration

1997

"The Annual Student Exhibition" - Kuringai Art Centre

1995

"Symbiosis - Woman with Nature".  



An exhibition of three artists work - Watt Space Gallery, Newcastle

1994

Graduate Diploma in Art  - Final Exhibition - Newcastle University



Maitland Tertiary Art Award
1994

Margaret Senior Wildlife Illustration Award Exhibition – NC. Uni



Scientific Illustration Competition Exhibition - Newcastle University

Post Graduate Student Exhibition - Newcastle University

1992 University of Technology, Sydney - Annual Art Exhibition

EMPLOYMENT


Feb 04-June 04
Lecturer - Newcastle University.  




Faculty of Science and Information Technology




School of Design, Communication and IT




Design and conduct Scientific Illustration Course (DESN2710)

Oct 1995 - 
Botanical Illustrator (permanent, part-time position) at the 

present

Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney.

In this position black and white illustrations of new and renamed 

species are prepared for Flora of New South Wales, Flora of Australia, 

Telopea  and other international taxonomic journals. 

Other tasks include;  One painting of Alocasia nebula for Curtis’s Botanical 

Magazine, Vol 17 Part 1 February 2000.

Ongoing illustration of rare and threatened species from NSW

Curation of exhibitions in the "Red Box Gallery", Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney -

Most recent - "Four Centuries - Five Artists:" Australian Plants Illustrated" with works

 by Sydney Parkinson, William Archer, Margaret Flockton , Catherine Wardrop and self.

Feb 2000 -
Teach Botanical Art at Kuringai Art Centre, Roseville.  

present

Design course to include accurate botanical drawing, botany, composition,

pen and ink and watercolour.

1999 - 

Teach Botanical Art at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney.  Courses range

present

from field sketching and basic still life to specialist workshops in Botanical 


llustration, covering mediums such as pen and ink, scraper board and watercolour.

Nov 1994 -
Work as a freelance artist, producing works for exhibition, commission

present
        
and publication.

Private Commissions including;



-Ongoing watercolour Botanical studies

-Watercolour and graphite - two new species of grass: Austrostipa geofferyii and

 Agrostis bettyi for the naming botanist (Surrey Jacobs) and the name sakes 

Geoffery Jacobs and Betty Jacobs




-Watercolour beach scene (A1 size)

Commercial Illustration including;




-'Flower of the Month' watercolour illustrations for "Your Garden Magazine"

-Design and colour 18 fauna and flora illustrations for Brother sewing machine 

stitching cards

-Taxonomic illustration work (B&W) for the Australian Museum's 

Malacology Department




-Colour garden plans for 'How to attract birds to your garden' 

(New Holland Publishers)




-Black and white illustrations of  aquatic macroinvertebrates – 

Australian Water Technologies




-Black and white Logo for a National Conference – 

Australian Society for Limnology
Feb 1998 - 
Demonstrated Botanical watercolour painting at the National Trust 

 


S.H. Irvin Gallery  (Volunteer)

1995 -

Design and make jewellery from Australian native plants, 

July 1998
including Banksia, Hakea  and Casuarina  species  for the Australian Conservation

 Foundation Shop, The Rocks.

PERSONAL PROFILE


Birth Date: 2nd September 1972



Driver's Licence



Experience in colour and black & white photography darkroom techniques 



Computer word processing and graphics skills; Photoshop, Illustrator.



Leisure Interests:

Travel:  including Europe, USA and Canada, Kakadu, Red Centre, 

Western NSW National parks (an illustration expedition), 

Borneo (holiday and research assignment on rainforest

 ecology) and the South Pacific.



Hobbies:  native plant propagation, camping, bushwalking,





photography and printmaking.

